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               Timber Framing, Carpentry, Heirloom Tools, 
                                                  Natural Building & Work Skills

This program is for passionate 
students who want to learn timber 
framing, natural building, wilderness 
and earth living at our education 
center in Cherry Valley over a span 
of  three months.  Apprentices live at 
our farmhouse, cut firewood, help 
with chores in the garden, the land, 
our youth programs and making 
crafts.   They provide their own food 
throughout their stay here, using our 
farmhouse kitchen, supplemented by 
our organic garden, venison or foods 
we gather from the land.   During 
times where we have summer camps 
or school group programs, food is 
provided.    

We typically timber frame and 
work on our woodcraft and carpentry 

s k i l l s f rom Monday th rough 
Thursday, with occasional weekends 
when we host or attend a  festival, 
frame raising or other special events.    

Apprentices learn to make 
hardwood pegs from logs, using 
drawknives and the shave horse.  
They learn to make mortises and 
tenons, and have the time to practice 
making them repeatedly.   They learn 
about how to measure and lay out 
beams for every part of  the frame, 
including sill beams, posts, girts, tie 
beams, plate beams, knee braces, 
rafters and purlins.    We’ll cover 
square rule methods, and use 
heirloom hand tools. 

We also offer an opportunity to 
build a ‘final project’ that will put 

your new skills to the test through the 
design process, layout, cutting and 
shaping beams and then assembling 
it to completion, based on your 
ability and interest.   Usually these 
projects involve a camp cabin or 
some other needed structure here at 
Hawk Circle. 

Sustainable building using clay/
wood chip insulation and clay 
plasters is also taught during warmer 
seasons. 

If  this program is what you are 
looking for, please contact us for an 
interview and apply using the 
application at the end of  this 
brochure.  We look forward to 
meeting you!

Hawk Circle 
Apprentices 
raising the first 
bent on Maple 
Cabin.

THE HAWK CIRCLE      
TIMBER FRAMING  

                APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
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Housing: 
While a part of  the apprentice program, you 

will be provided a single or shared room in our 
farmhouse.  The farmhouse has a fully equipped 
kitchen, pantry, and freezer/refrigerator.  The house 
is heated by a wood stove, which, as the days grow 
colder, will be the responsibility of  all house 
residents to maintain.  We do have a washing 
machine and dryer available with a clothes line for 
drying.  

All rooms are provided with a twin size bed, end 
table/shelves and or dresser, and a light.  For 
additional lighting, I would suggest bringing an extra 
lamp.  We have a student telephone, however, for 
any outgoing calls you will need a calling card.  We 
do not have much cell service coverage currently.  
There is no internet connection available on site, but 
there are libraries and cafes in Cherry Valley and 
Cooperstown close by with high speed connection.   

Community Policies: 
Upon your arrival you will receive a community 

handbook which will provide you with information 
in regards to community living at Hawk Circle as 
well as information of  the surrounding area.  We are 
a non-smoking community, drug free, permitting 
alcohol for those students 21 years of  age or older.  
During times where youth programs are in process, 
alcohol is not allowed on the Hawk Circle premises.  
Sorry, we don’t allow pets in this program. 

Equipment List: 
Bring clothes for warm days and for the colder 

weather to, as we live in the mountains: 

      boots/comfortable shoes 
      clothing for layering 

warm winter jacket 
hats, gloves, scarf, gloves 
WORK GLOVES & SAFETY GLASSES 
lamp (optional) 
blankets, sheets, pillow/pillow case 
notebook, journal & camera 
biodegradable soap/shampoo 
laundry detergent 
sunscreen 
daypack 
flashlight/headlamp 
good rain gear 
bath towels 
toothbrush/toothpaste 
alarm clock, watch,  
knife 
water bottle

Logistics & Equipment

Right:  
Noah guides 
the plate beam 
onto the post 
during the 
raising of the 
Aspen Cabin. 

Far Right: 
Ben makes 
wooden pegs 
for the timber 
frame cabin.

“An  
immersion  
in nature  

feeds the soul, 
warms  

the heart,  
and fuels  
our inner  
fire for  

passionate living.” 
         

-Trista   
      Haggerty
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Program Cost: 
The Timber Frame Apprenticeship Program is $1,800 
for three months (12 weeks), and includes housing, 
electric, washer/dryer, tool use, some craft and project 
materials as well as instruction in timber framing, 
carpentry and homestead skills. 
A deposit of  $400 insures your spot in this program, 
with the balance due two weeks before your arrival.   
This can be paid online, through Paypal, MC/Visa or by 
check. 
Please be aware that this is a full, three month 
commitment, and plan accordingly with your food 
budget, other financial needs, and your post program 
planning.    It is difficult for apprentices to find local work 
to make money while also being here at Hawk Circle 
living in our community.  

GPS Address for Directions: 
3496 State Highway 166,  
Cherry Valley, NY, 13320 

Apprentice Program Dates & Seasons:  
Our apprenticeship season starts in mid-March, and 
runs through the beginning of  December, with 
apprentices staying for three month blocks over those 
nine months.   The spring season coincides with maple 
syrup season, the new growth on the land, and our spring 
school groups.  Summer finds us putting up structures 
and running summer camp, with gardening and other 
building activities.  Fall is all about harvest, deer season, 
firewood and completion of  our projects before winter’s 
snows arrive.   Every season is pretty wonderful here! 

Public Transportation: 
If  you are arriving by plane, train or bus, you will be 

coming into Albany which is about 1 hour and 15 minute drive 
from Hawk Circle.  Round trip transportation from Albany to 
Hawk Circle is $75.  Please let us know your travel plans as 
soon as possible.  Please check with us before making your 
reservations so we can be there to pick you up.  

Program Cost, Dates & Travel Information 

”It’s not enough to just read about skills, like 
wood craft, or survival and watch YouTube 
videos, or see it on television.  You have to 
practice over and over, get your techniques right, 
get an understanding of  what you’re trying to do 
and find the way that is just right for you.   

Once you’ve done something ten or twenty or 
thirty times, that skill really sinks into your 
bones, your psyche, and becomes part of  you.   
You will own that skill, and even years later, can 
replicate it with ease.    That’s the goal.” 
	                -Ricardo Sierra
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     I wish I had an apprentice program like this when I first 
started learning wilderness skills when I was 18.   I would 
have been first in line to be involved in a program that let 
me work and learn at the same time, plus gave me housing 
and opportunities to grow as an instructor, as a person and 
as a professional.   That’s why, when we created this 
program, we worked at it to include lots of  practice time, 
real work experience, teaching skills and time to just unwind, 
while reading a field guide by the wood stove, or talking a 
walk in the woods. 

There are many things you’ll learn that aren’t listed in 
the usual skills, like the ability to use every part of  a deer, or 
how to work together to keep the community space clean 
and fresh.   Getting along, and making friendships that can 
last a lifetime can be a powerful part of  this experience that 
lead many students to look back on this time as one of  the 
best of  their lives.  

Earth Skills, Life Skills 
The foundation for a new community 

Above:   The Spruce Cabin Bent Two is lifted into 
place. 

Left:   Ricardo inspects the rafters on the Landry 
Barn Frame. 

“Making a frame that will last for a hundred 
years or more is an honor.    Teaching others to 
cut traditional mortise and tenon joinery is one 
way I can insure that our next generation will 
have these skills into the future.”     
                                                      -Ricardo Sierra



Hawk Circle Apprentice Program Application 
  
Name:                                        
Address: 
City:                                            State:              Zip: 
Home Phone #:                         Work Phone #:  
Cell Phone #:                                   

 E-mail Address: 
Please list all known allergies to any foods, insects, or medications, or any medical concerns :  
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
How did you find out about us? __________________________________________________________  

What is your main reason for attending this program? Please feel free to write on the back of this application as well. 

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Fine Print: I understand that the $400 deposit is part of the $1,800 program fee, and is non-refundable.   If you are unable to attend 
your program as scheduled, half of the deposit can be transferred to another session if desired. The balance of the course fee is due a week prior 
to the start of your program start date.  In the case of any property or equipment damage due to a lack of responsibility on the student’s part, we 
require a credit card number to be kept on file during your stay here. Your card will not be charged without notification and explanation of the 
charges.   Example of such situations is room damage, misuse of tools and or equipment, loss of tools or any other property damage that is a 
result of negligent behavior.  Hawk Circle has the right to dismiss a student from the program if the community guidelines and policies are not 
followed or there is behavior that negatively effects the community. 

Release 
I agree by my signature indicated below, that I have read and agree with the community policies as well as the fine print above.  I understand 
that the program offered by Hawk Circle can expose myself to activities that have inherent risks, and that the staff of Hawk Circle will make 
every effort to keep each activity as safe as possible.   I further understand that Hawk Circle is not responsible for safety or medical issues that 
were not disclosed to the staff prior to the start of the apprenticeship.   

Signature: __________________________________________           
Name (please print):___________________________________        Date:________________________
                 

Visa and Mastercard CC#  _________________________________     EXP      /        /        
Thank You!          We are looking forward to meeting you! 

Mail Completed Application to:     
Hawk Circle, P.O. Box 506, Cherry Valley, NY  13320  

Contact Info:   HawkCircleOffice@gmail.com    (607) 264-3396  Office  (607) 264-9391 Fax

mailto:HawkCircleOffice@gmail.com
mailto:HawkCircleOffice@gmail.com

